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Absolute, ready to burst with it; and it began to spread all
3ver the house The pure Absolute penetrates all matter, you
enow, but it takes a little longer with solid substances In the
air it spreads as swiftly as light When I went in, I tell you,
nan, it took me like a stroke I shrieked out aloud I don't
know where I got the strength to run away When I got up-
stairs, I thought over the whole business My first notion was
that it must be some new intoxicating, stimulating gas, de-
veloped by the process of complete combustion. That's why I
had the ventilator fixed up, from the outside Two of the
fitters on the job ' saw the light' and had visions; the third
was a drinker and so perhaps to some extent immune. As long
as I thought it was only a gas, I made a series of experiments
with it, and it's interesting to find that any light bums much
more brightly in the Absolute If it would let itself be con-
fined in glass bulbs, I'd fill lamps with it; but it escapes from
any vessel, however thick you make it. Then I decided it must
be some sort of Ultra-X-ray, but there's no trace of any form
of electricity, and it makes no impression on photo-sensitive
plates On the third day, the porter and his wife, who live
just over the cellar, had to be taken off to the sanatorium "

"What for?" asked Bondy

" He got religion He was inspired He gave religious
addresses and performed miracles His wife uttered prophecies.
My porter had been a thoroughly hard-headed chap, a monist
and a free-thinker, and an unusually steady fellow Well, just
fancy, from no visible cause whatever, he started healing
people by laying on of hands. Of course, Bondy, he was re-
ported at once The district health officer, who is a fnend of
mine, was tremendously upset about it; so, to avoid any
scandal, I had the porter sent to an asylum They say he's
better now, quite cured He has lost the power to perform
miracles I'm going to send him on the land to recuperate
. . Then I began to work miracles myself and see into the